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Empire Table Tennis
Club Has P:roud Record

Seven times A grade champions inside ten years is the record
of the Empire Tabli Tennis Club, Petone, whose representatives
witi nlav f.lf.C.e. (Dunedin) to decide Dominion supremacy in

. ttre tit.Z]f,f.n.'s champion club team contest for the Jones Shield
in the Sports Centre, Wakefleld Street' Wellington, tomorrow
night, cofrmencing at 7'30 P.m.---- ' 

l'"* clubs 
-in 

New Zealantl can have better rocords than
the Snnire Club, which wa"s founiled in 1934 and has since
oooJo,i"t utt graale championships-rith the possibility of
more being aadeO to that number this wint'er.

d Hutt Valley senjor
honoura.

SUCCESS ACII IDVED

Jn l9: ,7,  the c lub h&d gro\rn in
strenglh.  I t  was in th is year that  rhey
frsr  won A crade honours.  Tbe c lub s
D erade team- nas also <u.cessrul  that
wtnter.

i t i .  a team tbat  lear beat  Hutt  Cr ic-
ket  Chb in rhe f ln31.  lhe lat !e! !  team
includine Aarn"y Rob€rts end Mrs.  M.
G. Valk.

Tbo EmDire tearn was A.  R.  Harding
( c a p t a l n ' ' ' J -  ' w B l l .  A .  T .  W o o d  a n d  J . '
J- IIa.Uisan.

Membe;a of the wlnning D glade
were J. R- C&pstlck, Miss J. Biddler andwere J. R- o&pstlck, Mlss J. larddter ancl
Btll Bates.

In 1938 the club lo8t it6 A grade title,
but  teams playins D snd E grude inter_
club mstches addPd t t lo mora ch8m-
pionships to the tecord of the club.

The followinq l'int€I th€ B and
C rrade t€sma ctrlled off cham-
Dloi.hto honouE and in tho RIit
i ;nte"  br  t to $ar ycErs Emptro !6-
csDtnred tho A a.ad.  chqDpionshi l .
wlilch thoy rton aaaln ln 1941, t0,12
rgJS and ID{4.  lo8l t rs to St ,  Ronan8
In 1046. tlom shom the]' 6rst lltted
the thle ln 1937.
It wa.s tn 1939 that the club was

forced to close its membership at a
few over th€ sixty mark. ID that wiD-
t€r they had eleven teams competlng
lD tbe Eutt Valley inter-club ma.tches.

The cal l  macle uPon maDposer lo!
the Ne\v Zealand forces resulted in a
sharD droD io memberstrlD lrom 1941
on*rirds. 6ut in 1942 the club $ias clas.
sifled ai strona with every possibility
of  i t  se€iDs ouathe rvar to a auccessful

Fa,te lntervenecl in May ot tbat year,
when wellineton exDerieDced a severe
earthqurke r ;sul t iba- in the c lub hav-
lns [o lacate rho bremi6es thev used
iD-favour of a ma.;ufa.cturins ffrm,

wtth no clubroom, and ; smalle!
membsrshiD. thc club almost wedt loto
recess alurine the next two seasoDsi and
but tor a foyal baDd of players who
cont inued rwi ihout  s.  hal l )  phyiag
iuter-c lub matcbes,  tbere mlght  not
h&ve been an Empile Club toda.y.

Wlth the cessatio! of hostiliti$ for-'
mer members b€san to returD to Nel
Zealand and thG wtnler  found the
Emplre Club odce again a forc€ to be
reckoned wtth ir! Ilutt Valley table

A feature of the team ir'htch is to
}epresent EmDire asainEt Y.M,C,A. is
t tat  lso of  ihe mimbers.  Jack Wal l
and Al f  Hardlns.  were memb€rs of
the ( lub s nf t t  successful  A Srade team.
in 1937.

The namF "EmDlre" does not  s ive
eDy i rd lcat ion es- to Lhe dlst r ic t  the
playels Eeprespnl and lD tbis respect
|ne c lub,  which is  a Petone one, ls  of tea
not accorded ss much publ ic  support
as it mlght otherwise set.

Southern Cross aE.€l ta ined th is fact :
from offcie.le of tbe club, oDe of whoni:
st rcssFd the Doint  that  the ctub does
not rapresenr anl  f l rm or Dubl ic  house. l
as the name mfqht .  implv:  but  is  one
of the very few c)ubs oFr iD to the seD-l
eral pflblic. car€rlng for both sexes, ind.
pe)_iDg partlcular a,tteDtjon to learDers.qho are coechFd by the c lub's coach, '
}{r. A. T v.|dod

b t h

For some \ea's thql  qtorv was.  i leerv
voiced rnd rDanv old- l imers,  sul l  l ray '
jng the same in the yal ley are apt  to
aD; lv lh i  t iue wheD facing lesms re_
pi6e6nt lns the Empire c lub.


