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Empire Table Tonnis

Club Has Proud Record

Seven times A grade champions inside ten years is the record
.of the Empire Table Tennis Club, Petone, whose representatives
-will play Y.M.C.A. (Dunedin) to decide Dominion supremacy in
‘the N.Z.T.T.A.'s charnpion club team contest for the Jones Shield
in the Sports Centre, Wakefield Street, Wellington, -tomorrow

night, commencing at 7.30 p.m.,

Few clubs in New Zealand can have better records than

~ the Empire Club, which was founded in 1934 and has since-
won fourteen grade championships—with the possibility of
more being added to that number this winter.: :

1l wag primarily The call made upon manpower for

her members of |the New Zealand forces resilted in a
0, now amalga-  sharp drop in membership from 1941
n# | onwards, but in 1942 the club was clas~
sified -as strong with ‘every possibility
of it seeing out the war fo a successful
‘conclusion,

Fate intervened in May of that year,
when ‘Wellington experienced a severe
earthquake resulting in the club hav-
ing to. vacate the premises they used
in favour of a manufacturing firm,

Vhis ol 4 Witk no clubrocom, and a smaller,
3 \ FT 1 |membership, the club almost went Inte -
pecalled  that b thelr fr8l | racess during the next two seasons, and!
gear, fwa membors, dbm Malllpan hyt for a loyal band of players who!
ang -Andy  Woad, Jjeurneyed fo 4 | continued  (without a .haﬁl) “playing
phiee In Toltn known as lrhson's |inter-club’ matches, there might not -

o play o mateh dn e liws | haye heen an Empire Club today. |

et Ernse and wern  full of - confd ; DS

EIEA ;¢*1t:r the outeume, The resull With the cegsation. of hostilities for--
waus B complite | revorsial, the tenm mer members be_gan to return to New
lbaine M) te  mil,  Igpdividos) se- | Zealand and this winter found = the
anlts sheswed instsmnees of seoees wl | Empire Club once again a iforce to be
g1-4, with e seore petnnlly o ggglﬁ?sned with in Hutt, Valley table

The birth of the
o vonture to 1 .

We
or a0 of

Ing te

ing 21=1. P 5

It wan A ek but the A feature of the team which is to
weare noL b Tha  lomion (| | represent Empire against Y.M.C.A. is
thetn ot e effarte and. ingsls [that two of the members, Jack . Wall
two Yol There same two pi higil |@nd Alf Harding, were members of
snined Hutt Valley senior refil jim- | the club’s first suceessful A grade team-
{l{¢ honours. = in_1937.

| The -name ‘'‘Empire’” does nagt :give
any indication as to the district the;
layers represent and in. this' respect;
e club, which is o Petone one, is often
not accorded as much public support;
as it might otherwise get, -
Southern Cross ascertained this fact!
L f from officials of the club, one of whom!
For some years that story was freely |stressed the point that the .club does|
voiced -and mpany old-timers, still play- | not represent any firm or public house
ing the game in the Valley, are apt to | as the name might imply, but is one
apply the title when facing teams re-|of the Very few clubs open fo the gen-

presenting . the Empire Club. :era.ll publie, 1ca.teri_ng,r for both sexes, and|
< | paying particular attention to 1 3
SUCCESS ACHIEVED | who are coached by the'c!ub’seaé‘;l;gg:"

In 1937, the club had grown in| Mr. A, T. Wood.
strength. [t was in this year that they
first won A grade honours, The club's
D grade team was also successful that |
winter. 5 %)

The A team that year beat Hutt Cric-
ket Club in the final, the latter's team
incl{lrdilt]';g Barney Roberts and Mrs, M

alk.

The Empire team was A. R. Harding!
(captain), J. Wall, A. T. Wood and J.-
J. Halligan. ; |

Members of the winning D grade.
were J. R.-Capstick, Miss J. Riddler and
Bill Bates.

In 1938 the club lost its A grade title,
but teams playing D and E grade inter-
club matches zdded two more cham-
plonships to the record of the club.

The following winter the B and

C  grade teams carried off cham-

pionship honours and in_ the first

winter of the war years Empire re.
captured the A grade championship,

which they won again in 1841, 1942,

1948 and 1044, losing to St Bonans

in 1845, from whom they first lifted

the title in 1837 :

It was in 1939 that the club was |
forced to close its membership at a |
few over the sixty mark. In that win- |
ter they had eleven teams competing
in the Hutt Valley inter-club matches.



